The Carl Junction City Council held a public hearing on Thursday January 28, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the Jerry Starks Auditorium.  Mayor Mike Moss called the public hearing to order at 7:05 PM with the following present: Richard Zaccardelli, Don Marshall, Mark Powers, Steve Daniels, Walter Hayes and Wayne Smith.   Aldermen Carl Skaggs and Dee Lynn Davey were absent.  Also present were City Administrator Steve Lawver, City Clerk Maribeth Matney and City Attorney Mike Talley.  

PUBLIC FORUM
Mayor Moss then read the statement of the public hearing procedures.  He also stated that they needed to sign in at the desk in the lobby.  The council will be discussing this topic on Tuesday 2/2/10 at their regular council meeting at 7:00 PM at City Hall.  Mayor Moss announced that they would go down the list of attendees that marked they wished to speak.
Kathy Rion, 117 Hedge Drive, stated she had lived here 23 years.  She has supported the school and now they are being asked to pay for the golf course.  He husband has been out of work 5 months now and it would be a hardship.  It is not right to single out that ward.  It went to the vote of the people in April and they spoke.

Morris Shaw, 110 Hedge, said he agreed that the people spoke in April.  There are a lot of people on fixed income and they are not able to pay extra taxes now.  There are other things to be considered first.  If it hasn’t had a profit for the last 17 years why would it be profitable now?  These are bad times and we need to ask what is important.  He is against it.

Rod Dingess, 108 Anita, stated he is not against the golf course at all.  He has lived here since 1986 and he has never played golf.  He suggested we look at a grandfather clause.  The people who don’t want it could be grandfathered in and then when the house is sold the new owner would be included in the CID.  He asked that it be considered.  He goes to the lake for sport not the golf course.
Ron Parker, 123 Cedar Lane, did not speak.

Jean Rogers, 117 Briarmeadow, asked if it could not be profitable in good times why would they think it would be in bad times.  If they want it they can pay for it.  She asked how many of the council lived in that Ward and how many signed the petition.  It was replied 2.  

David Englert, 108 Iron Tree, addressed the council stating that 55% of Ward III property owners signed petitions.  60% of the assessed valuations have petitions signed.  The purpose is to bring stability to the Briarbrook subdivisions.  The viability has been questioned and the majority of the interim CID board has been managing the Briarbrook golf course for a year now.  They went from 0 members to over 300 in 4 months.  They have shown they can operate on a shoestring budget.  The interim board consists of several small business owners, an accountant and an attorney.  Mr. Englert stated that the CID will have funds to complete the property purchase, rehabilitate the clubhouse, add a fitness facility make additional repairs and maintenance and still maintain a 6 figure operating budget.  He then asked everyone in support of the CID to please stand instead of each person speaking.  (The majority of people in the auditorium stood.  In trying to get a close estimate I counted the sign in sheets.  226 people signed in.  Out of the 226 people, 16 stated they were opposed and 1 marked in between the boxes so I took it as undecided, 52 were unmarked, which leaves 157 that marked they were in support.) (see attached document) 
Tony Gagliola, 115 Briarmeadow Drive, stated that he has lived in several towns and each time there was a golf course involved they sold out or filed bankruptcy.  He thinks that there has not been enough study done on it and need some expert advice.  This is not the time for it.
Bob Eddy, 305 Fairway, stated that most of the focus has been on the golf course, but what about the 95 other acres that can be developed into ball fields, soccer fields and parks.  There is other acreage that kids can ride their bikes own.  Right now Briarbrook does not have any green space, no parks.  There is nothing for the kids to do.  They support the other parks and would like to have a park in their district.  This could be something everyone can benefit from.  

Wayne & Linda Slankard, 407 Gum Rd, did not speak.
Gary & Jayne Greene, 201 Anita, did not speak.

Toby Teeter, 126 Park Lane, did not speak.

Mary Schillaci, 706 Springhill, stated that the CID is not the best thing that could happen for Briarbrook and it is not the worst thing either.  She stated that the budget addresses only the $800,000 in improvements, operation and maintenance of the golf course.  She said that the amount left after purchasing the land is $500,000.  There is no operating reserve left.  There is no deal with the city to purchase the 95 acres.  She also stated that the petition promises each homeowner free membership to the pool, fitness center and tennis courts.  But the 5 year plan does not address operation or maintenance costs.  She then brought up insurance issues.  She asked that the council get all the facts before approving it.  (see attached documents)
Robert Cook, 212 Allen, stated that if they want to tax themselves that is fine but don’t come to him 3-5 years down the road to help pay for it.  He does not play golf and he is tired of the city asking for taxes they don’t need.  He said that if they want to go to a park to come on the North side of the creek.
Rick Utter, 2011 Granada, Webb City, was asked to read letters from the Webb City High School and the Carl Junction High School.  He has been a member of the golf course since 1982.  He then read the 2 letters of support for the CID to the council. (see attached letters) (see attached documents)
George Baldridge, 612-614 Briarbrook Drive, stated he felt the CID would add stability of the golf course and keep the values of the housing stable.  This would increase the tax revenues to the City and the school district.  He stated that the city is expected to have a golf course and that the average house would pay about $67/year.  He stated it was a win-win situation.  It will be for the benefit of the community.  You just have to look at Loma Linda to see what happens when a golf course closes.
Donnie Rion, 117 Hedge, stated he just does not think that the figures are feasible.  He said that it may have been profitable this last summer but they did not have any mortgage or insurance to pay.  He does not see that it has done a lot of good for the community.  He would not use it.  He said that they should form a company and own it and then they can run it they way they want to.  He does not want to pay for something he will never use.  

Jeff Stutesman, 204 Anita Drive, commented that he has lived in Briarbrook 8 years.  He does not believe the property values will drop if this does not happen.  It has sold or gone into bankruptcy 3 times since he has been here.  He stated it was the economy hurting everything.  He supports Briarbrook and Carl Junction but the school is our best asset not the golf course.  People move here because of the school system not the golf course.  He likes the golf course when it is maintained and he does not necessarily want to support it but he may have to.

Ron Brewer, 403 Sunnybrook, yielded in speaking.

Eric Eckler, 321 Lone Oak, stated he has lived here 12 years now for the school system.  When he bought the house they said he had an automatic membership but that was not true.  He has no city sewer and no one on their hill uses Briarbrook.  He does not want to pay for it.  It will not do as much for the community as they say it will.  If we raise the taxes it will be harder to sell their homes.  He has no kids in school now and they will move if it passes.  
Larry Downer, 115 Cedar, chose not to speak.

There were no more names on the list to speak.  Mayor Moss thanked everyone and reminded everyone that the council would be discussing this on Tuesday 2/2/10 at 7:00 PM during their regular council meeting.  He thanked everyone for their cooperation during the public hearing and the schools for letting us use their auditorium.  He then closed the public hearing at 8:05 PM.
_____________________________________________                  _____________________________________________ 
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